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"Today is another sad day in the Bush administration's era                of environmental rollbacks.

               "Over 100 different environmentally destructive actions by                the Bush administration have been documented but today's announcement                to undercut the New Source Review is the biggest rollback of the                Clean Air Act in history.

               "Last year, in a stark reversal of a campaign promise, President                Bush announced he would not pursue mandatory reductions of the major                greenhouse gas, CO2, from our nation's power plants. Ten percent                of the world's greenhouse gases are from US power plants.

               "Today's announcement, which will make it easier for utilities                to upgrade and expand their coal-burning power plants, renegs on                the rest of the President's campaign promises, to also reduce sulfur                dioxide, nitrogen oxide, and mercury.

               "For decades, the residents of Massachusetts and people throughout                the Northeast have borne the brunt of pollution spewing from generating                plants farther west. 

               "This plan encourages old pollution generating plants to expand                by loosening the threshold that would trigger new pollution controls,                putting off relief further into the future. 

               "It brings more emergency room visits, more asthma attacks,                more missed workdays, more missed soccer games, and more missed                school days.

               "It is time to start acting in the PUBLIC INTEREST rather than                the SPECIAL INTERESTS of coal fired utility plants!"
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